Bulb Planting: A Pep Talk for Procrastinators

Movember 6, 2009 by Hilda Brucker (Edit) 1 Comment
Filed under Gardening

| Since I'm still feeling the pinch of this awful economy, |
didn't buy any floweer bulbz this fall. But maybe you did.
haybe you bought armloads of them, lured in by the siren

=ong of those pretty pictures on the bulb packages. And
mavybe many of those bulbs =till haven't gone into the ground.
| knowy all about this, because | uzed to do the same thing,
buving more bulbz than | could plant ina couple of weekends
(&t least the weay | do i), Often | was =till planting bulbs into
December, which | can easily get away with here in Atlanta.

Today my friend Sandra mentioned that when she lived in
Boston, she regarded the day after Thanksgiving as bulb
plarting day. That surprized me a litle bit, but she's a
talented landscape designer and she knowes her stuff, so
apparently that's not too late far that part of the country.
Then | started wondering, lben exactiy is too jate? Sa
wwent 1o Google Books and rather randomly peeked inzside a
book called Month by Morth Gardening in the Dakotas . And
guesz what? The author zays that even that far north you can plant bulbz weell into November. She even gives
tip= for continuing to plant after the ground is frozen to a depth of a few inches — which iz a level of dedication
and insanity that | can't guite fathom.

According to the Hetherlands Flower Bulb Information Center, ideally you want to get bulbs in the
ground six weeks befare the ground freeres =olid, so they have time to put owt roats betfore all growth stops
for the winter. Makes sense. But if vour life izn't running on an ideal time zchedule thiz yvear, the good news iz
that vour bulbs will probakly come upand bloom gloriously nest spring anyyay.

If the weather iz already unpleaszant where yaou live, oF you find yau're still looking at thoze unplanted bulbz
after Thank=giving, | have a couple of ideas wau might emplay to avoid lozing your bulbs:

= Get s huge bag of potting zoil and pat ugp your bulbs gquickly inlarge
cantainers. (If it's really caold outside, you can work in & garage or bazement.)
Keep the cortainers outdoors in & protected spot aver the wirter, perhaps
cavering them with mulch. Then in spring, you can move the containers to
wehierever you weant floveers. (And eventually you can transplant the bulbs ta
a flovwer bed.)

» [ig a few trenches in an out-of-the-way area, or even in your vegetable plot,
it wou have one. Then plant the bulbs in rowes, guickly, just to get them into the
ground. You can transplant them into your floveer beds when they come up in spring, and before they
blaom. Or, you can uze the area az a cutting garden once the floweers emerge, and transplant the bulbs
later.




